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January 
Jan. 3 Tues. 3-7 p.m.
Jan. “Members Only 
Salon” exhibit take-
in / Pick-up for Dec. 
“Small Works” exhibit

Jan. 4 Wed. 5-8 p.m.
“Members Only Salon” 
exhibit take-in / Pick-
up for “Small Works” 

Jan. 6 Fri. 6-9 p.m.
Gallery Crawl; 
“Members Only Salon” 
opening reception

Jan. 12 Thurs. 6 p.m.
Board meeting

Jan. 17 Tues. 7 p.m.
“CAL Call” — Lin 
Barnhardt, speaker

Jan. 27 Fri.
“Members Only Salon” 
exhibit ends / Take-in 
for Feb. “From Roots 
to Renaissance” 
exhibit and pick-up 
for “Members Only” 
exhibit 5-8 p.m.

Jan. 28 Sat. 11-3 p.m.
Take-in for “From 
Roots to Renaissance” 
and pick-up for 
“Members Only”  
5-8 p.m.

Jan. 29 Sun. 1-5 p.m.
Take-in for “From 
Roots to Renaissance” 
and pick-up for 
“Members Only”  
5-8 p.m.

February 
Feb. 3 Fri. 6–9 p.m.
Gallery Crawl; “From 
Roots to Renaissance” 
opening reception

Feb. 9 Thurs. 6 p.m.
Board meeting

Feb. 21 Tues. 7 p.m. 
“CAL Call” — 
Lance Main, speaker 

Feb. 24 Fri.
“From Roots to 
Renaissance” exhibit 
ends; pick-up 5-8 p.m.

Feb. 25 Sat. 11-3 p.m.
Exhibit pick-up

Feb. 26 Sun. 1-5 p.m. 
Exhibit pick-up

 March 
March 2 Fri. 6–9 p.m. 
Gallery Crawl; “Color 
My Dreams” exhibit 
opening reception / 
Drawing for April Art 
Swap partners

March 8 Thurs. 6 p.m. 
Board meeting

March 20 Tues. 7 p.m.
“CAL Call” — Barbara 
Schreiber, speaker 

March 30 Fri.
“Color My Dreams” 
exhibit ends / Take-in 
for April exhibit: “Spring 
into Art,” 5-8 p.m.

March 31 Sat. 11-3 p.m.
Take-in for April 
exhibit

Charlotte
SouthPark

Lions Club

Art Beyond
Sight

Over 100 people came from 
all over the United States for 
the Nov. 4, 2011 opening of 
“The Power of Innovation: Art 
Inside the New Energy Age,” 
the juried exhibit and competi-
tion sponsored by the Charlotte 
Art League (CAL) and Siemens 
Energy, Inc.

Artists from around the Caro-
linas submitted work on the 
themes of energy, power, sus-
tainability and innovation. Juror 
Jane Allen Nodine selected 43 
pieces to be shown in the final 
exhibit, out of 210 total entries.

Nodine is professor of art and 
director of the Curtis R. Harley 

Art Gallery at the University of 
South Carolina-Upstate. She 
was also the program speaker 
at the Dec. 13, 2011 “CAL Call,” 
where she talked about the 
process of judging competitive 
art activities.

Siemens held the competi-
tion to celebrate the opening 
of their new gas turbine facility 
in Charlotte. Representatives 
from Siemens purchased six of 
the 210 original works entered 
in the competition and later in-
stalled them in the new facility. 

On opening night at the 
CAL Gallery, people gathered 
at 6:30 to enjoy camaraderie, 

wonderful catering and fine art 
before awards were revealed 
at 7:00.

Kinton Connelly, CAL presi-
dent, announced the six pieces 
Nodine chose to win juried 
prizes totaling $1,000. 

“In making my selections for 
the 2011 exhibition I first noted 
works with visual impact,” 
Nodine wrote, in her juror’s 
comments for the “Power of In-
novation” show.

“I rejoice in seeing the intui-
tive, innovative and inquiring 
artist venture beyond common 
ground to redefine mundane 
subjects with a new vantage 

Continued on Page 2

Left photo: Kinton Connelly (l) and Carlos Alvarez Cotera (r) 
stand in front of Cotera’s winning painting, “A New Era.”
Right photo: Jane Allen Nodine, juror for the “Power of 
Innovation” exhibit, with first prize-winning piece “Glance.”

Gala opening night for ‘Power of Innovation’ exhibit

Calendar of events

(photos by Sandra Gray)
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Testimonial

“[As for] my entry into 
CAL membership …  I 
have found everyone to 
be welcoming, friendly 
and encouraging. I’m 
still learning my way 
around the processes 
and hope to get a 
better idea of what is 
expected as opposed 
to what is actually 
realistic. I’m growing to 
know more. Thanks for 
letting me be a part of 
CAL.”
— Debra Taliaferro

Like us on Facebook 
and keep up-to-date on 
all our latest events!

Letter from the president
The last few months of 2011 have been a happening time at CAL. In November, we hosted 

our largest-ever gallery event with the Siemens juried art competition. We followed that up 
with two Tuesday-evening programs covering the fields of courtroom art and the process 
of jurying an art competition. With the holidays now behind us, we’re all looking forward to 
2012 and a whole new year’s worth of Gallery Crawls, programs and various other special 
events.

As always, none of these activities could happen at CAL without our volunteers. To the 
board members, the committee chairs, the Gallery Crawl volunteers, the newsletter editors, 
the website contributors, the building cleaners and everyone else who donates their free 
time to make CAL a better place, we say thank you. 

We have a new tenant in our storefront space. Jon Solaka has been running a cell phone 
repair business — both online and in person — for a number of years. We’re excited to have 
him in the space. With the expansion of interest in the South End and the influx of new small 
businesses into the area, it’s a wonderful time to be at CAL!

— Kinton Connelly, president, Charlotte Art League

Letter from Siemens
We were thrilled to see so many people come to the opening reception and visit the show 

throughout the month. We displayed the pieces at an employee event as part of our gas turbine 
grand opening festivities [on Nov. 16, 2011] and had terrific feedback. All our purchased pieces 
will be displayed at our campus for years to come, along with descriptions of the works, the 
artists, and the contest.	 — Katie Walton, Siemens Energy Communications Manager

point,” she wrote. 
On stage beside Connelly, 

Mark Pringle, site opera-
tions manger for Siemens, 
announced the pieces that 
Siemens purchased. The grand 
prize purchase award winner 
was Carlos Alvarez Cotera, who 
received $10,000 for his paint-

ing “A New Era.”
In their comments on the 

works they bought, Siemens 
representatives wrote that “A 
New Era” “really stood out to 
us, for its unique concept, the 
meanings we derive from it, 
and the terrific execution.”

“We think it will be un-

expected to have such a 
thought-provoking, bold piece 
in a corporate or manufactur-
ing environment,” they wrote. 
“It  challenges us to be bold, 
too.” 

 “The Power of Innovation” 
exhibit ran at the CAL Gallery 
through Nov. 23, 2011. 

Siemens (continued from Page 1)

Become a member
CAL rents studios and wall space to members, providing them affordable space to work, display 

and sell. Our studio and wall renters pay only a 20 percent commission to CAL if the gallery sells 
their work, and no commission if they personally make a sale on the premises.

Studios available at CAL range in size, from one-quarter, to one-half, to full-size studios. Artists 
have 24-hour access to their studios. Wall space is 4-by-8-feet. Most 2-D media may be exhibited 
on the walls, including photography, with some space for 3-D sculpture and pottery.

CAL has several membership levels. Choose the one most suitable for you, and join us to enrich 
your art experience and that of the community. Visit our website to find out the details.

Volunteer at CAL
Are you looking for an opportunity to help promote the cause of visual arts in the Charlotte 

area and gain valuable experience in the process? Then consider becoming a Charlotte Art League 
volunteer. Our operations are entirely run by our dedicated team of volunteers. Any amount of time 
or expertise you can offer is welcome!

As a CAL volunteer, you will have the opportunity to contribute to success in all areas of CAL’s 
services, including exhibitions, marketing, publicity, fundraising, programs, education, gallery crawls 
and outreach, as well as daily gallery enterprise.

Current Open Positions:

Chairs
Building Maintenance: 
Eli Griggs

Culinary: Open

Educational: Open

Exhibitions: Jerry 
McQuay, Jewel Reavis

Fundraising: 
Sherry Wilson

Gallery Crawl: Open

Gallery Host 
Supervisors: Robin 
Breeden, Eli Griggs 

Historian: Open

Librarian:  
Lori McAdams

Marketing: Jewel 
Reavis, Nichole Blanton

Membership: 
Sandra Gray

Newsletter: Greg 
Russell, Jewel Reavis,
Erin Ryan, Victoria 
Bradley O’Keefe

Outreach:  
Tess Mann-John, 
Sandra Gray

Programs Chair: Open

Rentals (events, 
display, studio): 
Cindy Connelly

Website:  
Kinton Connelly, 
Erin Ryan, Sandra Gray

Manor Theatre Liaison: 
Timmy Hord

Actor’s Theatre 
Liaison: Victoria 
Bradley O’Keefe

Wildacres Liaison: 
Timmy Hord

Juried Awards (chosen by Juror Jane Allen Nodine)
First Place, $500: Natalie Bork, Glance, sculpture
Second Place, $250: Lori Love Penland, Stochastic Process, acrylic, ink on Duralar
Third Place, $100: Linda Luise Brown, Crucible Of Energy, painting
Merit Awards, $50 each:
Kurt Gabriel, Beautiful Bones, wood sculpture
Wan Marsh, Spiral Formation, painting
Kathleen M. Ramich, Neon Retrotech, sculpture

Siemens Purchase Awards (chosen by Siemens representatives)
Wan Marsh, Evolving Energy, painting, purchased for $1,200
Wan Marsh, Pure Energy, painting, purchased for $1,200
Rudy Torrico, Power, photograph, purchased for $375
Ray Majeski, Fossil Fuelish, wood sculpture, purchased for $2,000
Lori McAdams, Power On, scratchboard, purchased for $1,500

Grand Prize Purchase Award
Carlos Alvarez Cotera, A New Era, painting, purchased for $10,000

•Programs chair and committee
•Outreach art teachers and assistants
•Exhibitions committee
•Membership chair and committee
•Fundraising committee
•Gallery crawl committee 

(greeters, helpers with setup and cleanup)
•Education chair

•Gallery hosts
•Entrepreneurial teachers 

(teachers for student fees)
•Building maintenance committee
•Marketing committee 

(graphic artists, marketing and 
advertising specialists, website gurus, 
those with publishing experience)

Volunteers are encouraged to join the Charlotte Art League, but membership is not a requirement 
to be a volunteer. Volunteer shifts at CAL are available in every timeframe and present the 
opportunity to meet and work alongside both established and emerging area artists.

Contact Sandra Gray, Volunteers Chair, at sandramgray@earthlink.com.

Teaching opportunities
Our outreach program provides classes for physically and intellectually challenged adults and 

disadvantaged youth. These classes are developed and taught by our members, who often find this 
to be a “fulfilling” and “life changing” experience.

Over the years, CAL has also offered a variety of classes for the general public — from life 
drawing to acrylic painting to woodcut — that are also taught by our members. We encourage all 
current members to develop and teach their own classes and workshops, where you will earn fees 
paid by participants.

If you have an idea for a class to share, contact Outreach Co-director Sandra Gray at 
sandramgray@earthlink.net.

Spotlight on: Building Committee
The CAL Building Committee, headed by Building Chair Eli Griggs, is a 

collection of CAL members who clean and do minor upkeep of our building.
These cleanups are generally restricted to the main gallery, kitchen, corridors 

and wall rental alcoves, with occasional light dusting, door glass washing and 
trash pickup in the parking area and front sidewalk when enough members are 
available. Volunteers are always welcome when their schedules permit.

While general cleanup takes place about twice a month, several members, including Carol 
Mueller and Vikki Bradley O’Keefe, have made a special effort to keep the two restrooms tidy 
each week. Carol has also been sweeping and mopping on days that she hosts, and Vikki has 
taken on many cleaning chores. Eli would like to send out a special acknowledgement to Dan 
O’Neill, who has made an extra-special effort to respond to the call for help.

Eli would also like to thank all of the volunteers who helped prepare CAL for the Siemens 
show for the extra special job they did.

Griggs



Testimonial

“We attended the ‘Art 
Beyond Sight’ and the 
‘Small Works’ exhibits 
recently, and both were 
wonderful! We treated 
our 82-year-old mom 
to the ‘ABS’ exhibit, the 
Trolley Museum and a 
full ticket ride on the 
Lynx! It was a grand day 
for us all! ‘Small Works’ 
was a date night, and I 
can honestly say, there 
wasn’t one piece that 
we didn’t marvel at the 
talent and beautiful 
works! Looking forward 
to next year! Keep up 
the great work!!”

—Sheila Mark
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Exhibition Venues Outside CAL

ACTOR’S THEATRE
The Actor’s Theatre of 

Charlotte (ATC) at 650 E. 
Stonewall Street, uptown, is 
now collaborating with CAL 
artists to display and sell 
artwork in their lobby.

One to two artists will be 
able to hang their artwork 
in the lobby and down two 
corridors to the main theater 
for the duration of a play. 
Approximately 10 to 14 pieces 
can be hung, depending on 
size. Hangers are provided 
on-site, and all sales will be 
conducted by the Actor’s 

Theatre (80 percent to artist, 
10 percent to ATC, 10 percent 
to CAL).

A call-for-artists will be 
sent out with a description 
of each upcoming play, or 
check out the ATC website 

for coming shows at www.
actorstheatrecharlotte.org. If 
you feel your artwork fits the 
play’s theme, contact CAL.

Contact Vikki for more 
information at office-manager@
charlotteartleague.com.

ARTISTS’ GUIDELINES: All work must be properly wired with d-rings (preferable to screw eyes) 
and framing wire. Please use braided framing wire and not single-strand piano wire. Sawtooth or 
plastic frames with built-in hangers are unacceptable. Please make sure all work has labels on the 
back in addition to your wall tags. Labels for the back of your artwork are available online at www.
charlotteartleague.com under the Exhibits tab. Title of your work, medium and personal contact 
information should be on your labels.

MANOR THEATRE
The Manor Theatre (609 

Providence Road, Charlotte, 
28207), a two-screen 
theater that shows mainly 
independent movies, was one 
of CAL’s first outside venues 
for members to display their 
art. At the Manor, two CAL 
artists decorate the theater 

lobby for six weeks. There are 
nineteen hangers and enough 
wall space for each artist 
to hang eight to 10 pieces, 
depending on size.

Artists meet clients at the 
Manor during film showings; 
for example, if a movie show 
time is 2:20, then please 
arrange to meet your client 
at 2:45 to ensure you do 

not interfere with ticket or 
concession sales. Artists who 
sell work pay a 20 percent 
commission to CAL.

Contact Timmy Hord at (704) 
332-6175 or hordstudio@
gmail.com to schedule your 
space on the Manor calendar. 
Call the theater at (704) 334-
2727 for movie times and 
listings.

Past Events at CAL

Kids/Family Art Days
Our outreach directors at CAL, 

Sandra Gray and Tess Mann-
John, held special art days for 
families and kids in October, 
November and December. 
For example, SneakerFest in 
October inspired children to see 
their sneakers as wearable art. 
In December, at “Outside the 
Box,” a children’s art festival, 
the whole family created art for 
the winter holidays. Kids could 
make cards using words from 
newsprint, invent ornaments, or 
build a collage to express their 
holiday sentiments.

Holiday Party
Members and friends 

gathered Saturday evening, 
Dec. 10, for CAL’s holiday 
party. All brought festive 

food to share; tables were 
decorated with candy canes; 
and there was holiday 
music, singing — even line 
dancing! A few lucky winners 
took home door prizes, and 

volunteers received “thank-
you” bags containing art 
supplies and candy, carefully 
prepared by Volunteers Chair 
Sandra Gray. A good time was 
had by all.

Charlotte Art League
1517 Camden Road
Charlotte, NC 28203
(704) 376-2787	
www.charlotteartleague.org

Hours
Sunday
1:00-5:00 p.m.
Monday
Closed
Tuesday -Thursday
11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Friday 
1:00-8:00 p.m.
Saturday 
11:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

Admission is FREE

MISSION STATEMENT: Char-
lotte Art League (CAL) is a 
diverse, non-profit organiza-
tion dedicated to enriching the 
cultural vitality of Charlotte 
through visual arts. In support 
of emerging and professional 
regional artists, CAL offers af-
fordable working studios and 
display space, free shared work 
space, mentoring, member 
promotion, exhibition exposure 
and workshops in a variety of 
contemporary and traditional 
media. In partnership with local 
organizations, CAL supports 
the community through free 
outreach sessions for all ages, 
free monthly exhibitions and 
lecture series, as well as ongo-
ing education opportunities.

“Art Beyond Sight”
CAL’s “Art Beyond Sight 2011” 

exhibition ran from Oct. 7-28 
at our main gallery. On display 
were paintings with textured 
surfaces; masks; sculptures; 
and more three-dimensional 
works by sighted artists and by 
students from the Metrolina 
Association of the Blind. Sighted 
visitors wore blindfolds while 
they explored the exhibit 
through touch. CAL joined 
venues around the world in 
celebrating the ninth annual Art 
Beyond Sight Awareness Month. 

“Small Works 
for the Holidays”

In our annual holiday art 
sale and exhibit, CAL members 
offered works in a variety of 
media and styles, all priced at 

$200 and under. “Small Works 
for the Holidays” ran from Dec. 
3-23. Many gallery visitors 
picked up unique gifts for the 
season and enjoyed browsing 
work in our studios and rental 
walls, too. 

“Tobacco Barns”
by Donnie Snipes

Wildacres Retreat
During Fall 2011, CAL 

members met at Wildacres 
Retreat in the Blue Ridge 
Mountains over the Oct. 
21-Oct. 23 weekend for our 
annual artists’ retreat. The 
art league is indebted to 
members Timmy Hord and 

Sherry Wilson, who made sure 
everything went smoothly 
and saw to it that we were all 
comfortable and happy. There 
was no specific theme at this 
year’s retreat; members worked 
on their own art projects and 
met to brainstorm, share ideas 
and get to know one another 
better.

“I saw a little announcement 
from CAL asking if we’d like 
to hang our work in the lobby 
of the Actor’s Theatre of 
Charlotte. Instead of hanging 
my existing work, I asked 
the ATC to be present for 
rehearsals so I could draw 
the actors during the play 
“Next Fall.” The experience 
was multifaceted, since I 
had to work quickly and 
sometimes in dim lighting. 

Being involved with the cast 
and director from the sidelines 
was very rewarding, and 
also challenging, because I 
wanted to be able both to 
draw and pay attention to the 
acting. The actors go through 
rigorous repetitions, and I 
loved watching that process. 
I was able to produce over 
30 drawings for the lobby. 
Everyone helped in whatever 
was needed, and they sold 

several drawings, which helped 
the Art League, the Theatre 
and my work as an artist. The 
great exposure during several 
of the sold-out performances 
was valuable, too. What an 
amazing play it was.  

“Being artists, we can be 
supportive to each other. 
Theater is so intense and so 
‘real.’ Go see the next play; you 
will not regret it.”

— Terry Thirion

Actor’s Theatre Testimonials
“I have been fortunate 

enough to have my work 
displayed at the Actor’s 
Theatre [ATC] for three 
shows since last December. I 
cannot say enough about the 

wonderful people at CAL who 
have coordinated this and the 
just-as-wonderful staff at ATC! 
My photography has been 
well received, and I have sold 
work at each show. This is a 

great opportunity and a very 
generous gesture on behalf of 
Actor’s Theatre to collaborate 
with local artists.”

— Lisi Szymczyk, 
Photography by Lisi



Board of 
Directors
President
Kinton Connelly

First vice president
Sherry Wilson

Second vice president
Sandra Gray

Secretary
Rozeann Griggs

Treasurer
Cindy Connelly

E-mail CAL
Contact the board 
by e-mailing Kinton 
Connelly at kinton@
charlotteartleague.org 
or
Cindy Connelly at 
studiorentals@
charlotteartleague.org, 
or send general 
questions to cal@
charlotteartleague.org.

Have any photos of CAL 
events for the website 
or the newsletter? 
Send them to Victoria 
Bradley O’Keefe at 
office-manager@
charlotteartleague.org.
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Upcoming Exhibits at CAL

JANUARY 6-27	

“Members Only 
Salon”

For our first show of 2012, 
CAL members are invited to 
fill the gallery walls with their 
best and newest work. A $25 
entry fee gives entrants a 4’x8’ 
wall in the gallery to hang 

as much as possible for the 
duration of the show. Floor 
space is available for 3-D work. 
Volunteers on the exhibit 
committee can help you 
arrange your pieces, should 
you require it. We want this to 
be a learning experience for 
artists on how to display, wire 

and properly hang your art. 
Entries are accepted Tuesday, 

Jan. 3, 3:00-7:00 p.m. and 
Wednesday, Jan. 4, 5-8:00 p.m. 

The opening reception is 
Jan. 6, from 6:00-9:00 p.m., at 
the First Friday Gallery Crawl. 
“Members Only Salon” runs 
from Jan. 6-Jan. 27, 2012.

For exhibit information, contact exhibitions@charlotteartleague.org or Jewel at (803) 448-4578. 
All prospectus and entry forms are available online or at CAL. Opening receptions are at the First Friday 
Gallery Crawl. For art sold in gallery exhibits, members pay 25 percent and non-members pay 
30 percent commission to CAL.

Lin Barnhardt
January 17, 2012

Lin Barnhardt’s widely 
acclaimed clay reconstructions 
and three-dimensional 
paintings incorporate his 

interests in 
architecture, 
sculpture and 
painting into 
one art form. 
His “Homage 
to Hopper” 
series, which 
focuses on 
subjects once 

painted by Edward Hopper, 
was endorsed by the North 
Carolina Arts Council in 2003. 
His PowerPoint program will 
compare Hopper’s paintings 
of particular structures to the 
actual buildings that they 
depict.

Lance Main
February 21, 2012 
(rescheduled from October 
2011)

Lance Main received a BFA 
in painting 
from the 
Savannah 
College 
of Art and 
Design. He is 
the founder 
of Occhuzzie 
Paint 
Company, 

a family-based business 
providing artists with 
handmade oil paints. 
Occhuzzie runs smaller paint 
batches so they can focus on 
the consistency of each color, 
which has led their artist oils 
to grow in popularity as a 
specialty paint line.

Barbara Schreiber
March 20, 2012

North Carolina artist 
Barbara Schreiber creates 
colorful, intimate paintings 
and drawings that explore 

a world in 
disarray. 
Schreiber has 
exhibited her 
work at PS 
1, the High 
Museum 
of Art, 
Southeastern 
Center 

for Contemporary Art, the 
Sorbonne and numerous 
other venues in the United 
States and Europe. In her 
program, she will cover the 
development of her work over 
a 30-year period.

Parking
Weekdays until 6:00 
p.m.:  Park on the CAL 
side of the parking 
lot to the right of the 
building (except in 
the designated “Host” 
space). Parking on 
Camden Road is limited 
to one or two hours.

Weekends and 
weekdays after 6 p.m.:  
Park on either side of 
the parking lot to the 
right of the building 
(except “Host” space).  
Unrestricted parking is 
available on Camden 
Road.

Light Rail
CAL is at the Bland 
Street light rail station.

Weekdays:
Trains stop every 10 or 
15 minutes from 5:30 
a.m. until 12:45 a.m. 
the next morning.

Weekends:
Saturday
6:15 a.m. to 12:45 p.m.
Sunday
7:15 a.m. to 11:45 p.m.

MARCH 2-30	

“Color My Dreams”
This is the fifth year that 

the Charlotte Art League and 
Goodwill Industries have been 
partners in a spring exhibit 
that showcases works from the 
outreach students of Charlotte 
Art League who come to CAL 
once a week from Goodwill 
Industries.

Goodwill provides an 
employment training program 
for intellectually disabled 
adults, and some of them  
are learning to make art. 
Over the years, working with 
these delightful artists has 
been a joy for CAL members. 
Any member is welcome to 
contribute time and knowledge 
to this program.

Come meet these newly 
emerging artists at the March 
2 First Friday Gallery Crawl 
from 6:00-9:00 p.m., and buy 
a piece of art. Eighty percent 
of the sale goes to 
the artist. Earning 
money gives each 
trainee a sense of 
independence and 
self-confidence.

FEBRUARY 3-24	

“From Roots to 
Renaissance”

Alain LeRoy Locke — the 
American writer, philosopher 
and educator regarded as 
the “Father of the Harlem 
Renaissance” — encouraged 
African-American artists, writers 
and musicians to look to 
African and African-American 
subjects as inspiration for their 

works. The Harlem Renaissance 
brought new appreciation of 
folk roots and culture, instilling 
pride of self and bringing us 
all to discover our common 
humanity.

For our February 2012 
exhibit, we ask you to create 
art that relates to your past, 
whether it is recalled from 
your culture, ancestral home or 
personal history. 

The opening reception of 
“From Roots to Renaissance” is 
Friday, Feb. 3, from 6:00-9:00 
p.m. at the First Friday Gallery 
Crawl. The exhibit runs from 
Feb. 3-Feb. 24.

Artists may submit entries 
to the show  Friday, Jan. 27, 
5:00-8:00 p.m.; Saturday, Jan. 
28, 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.; or 
Sunday, Jan. 29, during regular 
gallery hours.                           

CAL Call: Program Speakers
The members of the Charlotte Art League invite the public to attend an open “CAL Call” meeting 

on the third Tuesday of every month from September-April at 7:00 p.m. The highlight of each Call is 
a program by a guest speaker who is prominent and accomplished in the world of art, either as an 
artist, an educator or a public figure.

Speakers for the remainder of the 2011-2012 CAL Call season:

[April 17, 2012 speaker TBA.]

Please welcome one of CAL’s 
new studio renters, Irene Tison. 
She is in Studio 8.

Irene was born in Jasper 
County, S.C., in the late 
1950s to parents who 
were sharecroppers.  Irene 
remembers the cotton fields 
that her family planted. She 
especially remembers harvest 
times. Some of her older 12 
sisters and brothers helped her 
parents with the planting and 
harvesting.

Irene began painting the 
Gullah life she saw around 
her when she was 6 years old. 
She was guided in her artistic 
efforts by her mother, Mary 
Bell. She remembers how her 
mother would come home 
from the fields and relax by 
sketching the world she knew 
as a child.  Irene would sit at 
her mother’s feet and watch 

her make a plain piece of 
paper come alive.

Irene believes every canvas 
is a dream waiting to be 
awakened to a painting, that 
everything is a world of joyful 

colors you don’t see until it 
becomes a painting.

Irene recently relocated 
her Savannah, Ga., studio to 
Backstreet Gallery in Lancaster, 
S.C. She is a member of the 
South Carolina Artisans Center 
in Walterboro, where her work 
was featured in the 2009 
movie “Nights in Rodanthe,” 
starring Richard Gere and 
Diane Lane. Her paintings 
are widely exhibited in the 
Lowcountry, including at 
Gallery Chuma in Charleston, 
S.C. She has also been a 
featured artist at Charleston’s 
annual Spoleto Festival, a 
17-day event in which the city 
dedicates itself to the arts. The 
event began in 1977 and is 
modeled on a similar festival 
in Spoleto, Italy. This year’s 
Spoleto Festival will be May 
25-June 10, 2012.

Drop your name in the 
jars at the front of the CAL 
Gallery to participate in our 
Art Swap.

In the Swap, a new member 
will be matched with 
someone who has been here 
longer than a year. The artists 
will get to know each other—
Where has he lived? Where 
did she grow up? Which 
artists speak to them most?

A random drawing will be 
held on MARCH 2 at the First 
Friday Gallery Crawl. Come 
that evening to find out who 
your Swap partner is.

On Sunday, April 15, 
2012, artists will bring 
their favorite casseroles 
and desserts for a pot luck 
supper at 6:30 p.m. At the 
supper, you will display 
your art pieces, with short 

explanations on the wall 
beside them, and tell us why 
the particular work is just for 
this person. That way, all the 
artists who come get to know 
something about each one 
who participates.

For more information, 
contact Sandra Gray, CAL 
Membership Vice President, 
at (704) 376-9047 or 
sandramgray@earthlink.net.

APRIL 15 — CAL MEMBERS’ art swap

Artist Profile: Irene Tison


